This paper justifies both the jurisprudence and operation of EU , s human rights clause in North South relations. It argues that the human rights clause in the EU , s external trade and development agreements have became a new model for international cooperation. The EU plays a leading role in international economic relations.
The Human Rights Clause in Practice
A violation of human rights may allow the EU to terminate the agreement or suspend its operation in whole or in part. Accordingly, the human rights clause must be regarded as an essential element rather than in terms of an individual clause of altogether subsidiary or ancillary nature. The human rights clause, based on formal treaty, could offer in essence more accountability, rights of initiative, duty of cooperation, and legal certainty for contracting parties.
The effectiveness of the human rights clause is reinforced by the capacity and financial resources of the EU. The EU, in principle, gives high priority to human rights and encourages democracy. The human rights clause, based on cooperative aid and consultation, represents an important policy change in EU external relations.
Since 1992, the EU has been conducting a more active strategy with a 'civilizing should also be applied in accordance with the principle of non-discrimination.
Under the human rights clause, the EU has successfully extended its European 
Conclusion: Impacts and Significance
Given trading interests, historical linkage and humanitarian concern, the EU is already the largest donor of economic aid and development assistance to developing countries. At the same time, the fact that the EU no longer seeks to exert political hegemony confers on it a great political and moral advantage in its external relations. There is much room for the EU to strengthen its economic and political partnerships with non-EU member countries with human rights concerns. The human rights clause confers prestige and soft' power on the EU. It constitutes a new model for EU external relations and international cooperation. Under the human rights clause, an increase in dialogue and cooperation between the EU and non-EU countries is not only in the fundamental interests of both sides, but is also conducive to world peace, stability and development.
Der-Chin Horng
Institute of European and American Studies, Academia Sinica
European Law Journal 9.5, 677-701 (2003) 93 Source: Blackwell (2003) 
